
The Chicago Transit Authority 
is planning a drastic attack on poor 

and working people all over the city. They are cutting 
overall service 20%, eliminating 30 bus routes, fi ring and laying off 
1000 workers and doubling the fee for paratransit vans for disabled 
people. The CTA board says that they have a budget crisis--that 
they need more money from Springfi eld. They are trying to direct 
all our anger into lobbying our representatives. We don’t buy it. In 
the past, money from the state has not gone to restore lost service. 
Instead the CTA spends money on a new offi ce, the Circle Line to 
connect the suburbs, increasing the CTA board members pensions, 
express trains to the airport for tourists and businessmen, security 
cameras, GPS boxes, graffi ti clean-up etc...The problem is not 
only that the CTA has a budget crisis, but that they have chosen to 
dump their crisis off on us—the people who depend most on public 
transport and who can least afford to pay more.

The point is not to offer up different management strategies 
for the CTA. The CTA listens to big business, not riders and drivers. 
The only way they will respond to our needs, is if we can put real 
pressure on them--if we can disrupt business as usual.  We have 
the power to do this. Half of CTA’s money comes from fares. They 
depend on us as riders to pay fares, and as workers to collect fares. 
When riders refuse to pay, and workers refused to collect, that will 
really hit them where it hurts. We could get where we need to go, 
have a free ride, and put pressure on them at the same time. Fare 
strikes have been successful in lowering the price of public transit in 
Italy, France, San Francisco and elsewhere. Fare evasion happens 
every day, let’s just push it farther! Starting December 15th riders 
don’t pay for busses and the “L”, and workers don’t collect. Keep 
riding and driving as usual, but for free. Tell everyone you know. 
This will only work if we all do it.

FIGHT CTA SERVICE CUTS

773-250-7060

FARE STRIKEFARE STRIKE
STARTING  DECEMBER 15th

HIT THEM WHERE IT HURTS

www.midwestunrest.net/farestrike

NO SERVICE CUTS!

NO LAYOFFS OR FIRINGS!

NO FARE HIKES FOR ANYONE!
NO FARE HIKES FOR ANYONE!


